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March 30, 2006

Dear Reviewer,

“If you would not be forgotten as soon as you are dead, either write things worth

) i

reading, or do things worth writing” This great quote by Benjamin Franklin fits my Loneetons

— Quete sepports ///m;c fM/
personal’xtyperfecﬂy ]wamtodoboﬂn For Iama]waystrymgtobreakﬂ)e

wcﬂd po-go stick bouncing record. 1 just like cha]]enges That’s why 1like wﬁﬁn@t’s a

challenge.
1 wnte stories that T think T would enjoy reading. Stories with interestin sting t:t]es?
good leads, great description, and stories that make yon want to keep mﬁing. Tty to
write like Gary Paulsen and David Klass, two authors who write great books T love o
mﬂ ]ﬁke&exrbooksbecanse they keep your attention. They keep you on the edge of|
your seat. They also write about subjects T Tike. David Klass writes about sportq,and Garﬂ

2
ramshobs Paulsen writes about adventure and survival,

Srem In the stories T write] try to write a catchy lead. A good lead is one that has _ audience

QAuirernéss
one

/ocmzyﬂl/’/T suspense or explains. 1 try to make all of them different. Tn my folktale "Discovery,” my .

1o ansther 3 ,
lead says “Jim Jackson wasn’t the sharpest tool in the shed. This didn’t matter to his

father, as long asheknewhowtouseﬁetoo]s.”'l’omeﬂﬁsisagood]eadbecameit
paints a picture for you. The way 1 get my leads is to write two or three leads and have a

S-rra'r‘c)jy friend read them. Whichever one he likes is usually the one I use. Leads are important to
a story because you need to catch the reader’s attention early. If a lead is not good then J

you may lose your reader right away,



7/ ﬂsnt/o

@ry to use a lot of description so the reader can feel Tike they are in the story.
In my personal narrative, “Out of Aij’ 1 say “the clouds looked Jike a black hole” and
“The rain felt like vsomeone was pinching me from behind” Good description is
important because it malkes it easier for the reader to follow and picture the story.

Making revisions is a huge part of writing a portfolio. You may have to revise the
story four or five times before you get what you want. To find our mistakes we get with
mentors who help us find them and show us how to make our work better. We make
revisions on everypartofﬂiestory.FormeIhadtomakerevisionsonptmcmaﬁon
mostly. In my personal narrative, “Out of An;’ Thad to work on sentences Tike “T sure
hope you’re right.* 1 had to change _ﬁ:isbecauseit didn’t have quotations or apostrophes.

Wriﬁng the body of the story is the hardest challenge for me. T find it very easy to
stmandﬁnishastmy.]ﬂﬁnkitishardtokeepastoryexciﬁngand’mtmﬁngﬁmmgh
the whole thing. Sometimes T put my readers to sleep at the climax when it is supposed to
be most exciting. To fix the boring spot2\1 read over my stories and circle the section fhat
is boring. Then when we revise in c]asz\l fix it.

'Ihe piece I am most proud of is my}'(olkta]e. T like it because it is an adventure

just Tike the ones Gary Paulsen writes. It is a fun story to read and keeps you wanting to
read. 1 also Tike the characters I created because they fit the time period well.

My favorite piece is definitely my personal narrative, “Out of Ail}” because itis a
truéstoryandwasacmzyﬁmeinmyﬁfe.hisagoodstorytoreadbecauseyouareon

the edge of your seat wondering what is going to happen. It has lots of suspense.

Gowth

Qs a.
wrter



In the quote from Benjamin Franklin in the beginning of the 1elteans “wnte ﬂ( Jls +he
) 14
something worth readi ngl Thope that my portfolio has accomplished this. T have worked /(/:; ;ZZ’ c n
(4
hard and spent a lot of time on this, In dj @in

[ Tudeace g ubrenéss
l+h & héfyﬂ’r’f

Ooncius 1671 Sincerely,

7™ grader



Out of Air W
A

1 was 10 years old with my head against the backseat window as my grandma

audience
drove Clintand me to C - so he could stay the weekend with us. Clint was [’1! nine = QuMreness

year old cousin whose eyes were staring at his Game Boy sitting next to me unwilling to

share. 1 wasn't looking forward to the weekend with Clint tagging along. 1 didn't know it

then, but that was the least of my worries. " W
B o

“shootl” Grandma groaned.

“What?™ | questioned.

P

“We have to go back to the house and get my cell phone. 1 forgot it.”

7
M Gosh! 1 thought. 1 really didn’t want to waste any more time just to go get a stupid
/s

=

W “Do we have to?7" 1 asked. "We don't want to be late. Mom has a meal ready for %

”1sa¢dnotknowmg ionlysafdnsowewmﬂdn’thavetoh:mamundandgoback

/WM

v



*Well, Ok, 1 don't want the food to get co?@" /éhe answered. So we drove on

down Interstat7\75.

C was only about a 30-minute drive from J Grandma lived there. But when

/ n‘ 5 /gh"' you are 10 years old it seems fike a fifetime. Grandma was humming to an oldies song

on the radio. Clint had just beaten the 6% level on Super 'Mari@vhﬂe 1 just sat there with

.~y head against the window watching the clouds get darkerA

“Grandma, it looks fike a storm is heading o@mayQ"

"Thedoudsdvseemtobegetﬁngdarke/r\bmlminkmerainwmholdoﬁaﬂeast
)

unitil We get to your house.”
1 sude hope you're ﬁgh{:jl replied in a worried tone.

Wer—lump Ker-lump, came the noise from the car as it began rocking left to right.

id as if talking to a . She calmly pulted the car

over into the emergency lane. “Stay in the car,” she directed.

“Whatdoyouﬂwhkiswmn%lasked()ﬁ'@



“l don’t know. This car is so old it probably just breaks down every once in a
while. We'll be back on the road in no time.” He was wrong.
“What's the problem?” | immediately questioned as Grandma re-éntered the car.

“Don’t worry, it's only a flat tire. I'll call Robert to come get us; it's no big deal.” As

Grandma reached for her purse, 1 realized 1 had made a really big mistake ™ reflect

“Grandma, 1 don’t think you have your phone. Remember, we didn’t turn back to
get it.” Grandma looked up very calm and said A
)

“No problem, W' _ is only two and a half miles up the road. We'll just

/

walk.” | had never been so mad at myself in my life. It was my fault. We were getting
e ———————— e

ready to get out of our car and walk two and a half miles instead of just calling Robert to

‘come get us. If | hadn’t been so ’impaﬁent, we would have the cell phone and we could - dcz/'eﬁ' / >
o' qarneatiy,

q- :
call. WW

Once we were all out of the car, | felt a rumble of
e ——

thunder that shook the ground under my feet. | tilted my head

back and took a look at the clouds. | had never seen a black




/5‘& o'e/e/eyvn ent
hole Tike the ones in outer space but 1 figured that it would look fike this. These clouds

-~ were so dark they looked angry. A little sptash of rain hit me in the right cheek below my

eye.

S

"We better get an umbrella,” Grandma said, knowing that the rain was soon to

oome.1waﬂ(edtomeﬁbntofﬁwecafandpuﬂedﬁve!everundermesteeﬁngwheeland

the ’trun'k popped open. As soon as | opened the trunk, the rain progressed from a smafl

drizZle to a stinging down pour. The wind began blowing so hard we could barely stand.
—/Z”/'ﬂ”jé

My hair slicked down in my face from the rain. My gray shorts tumed to black, and my yulo,ooﬂf
- . of 1deas _

blue shirt tumed to purple from the rain. The fightning fit up the dark sky fike a candle in ;""74”“5

WIG ose.
of /D/ieé .

the dark room. Grandma picked up a large pink umbrelia letting it open completely Tike
2= Jark roo PET) completely

an arch. This did no good though because the wind blew so hard it almost blew out of

her hand. Grandma caught it with both hands, but then the wings of the umbrella blew

up to where it didn’t block the rain but caught it like a teacup. In a frustrated manner,

Grandma sat the umbrella back in the trunk and closed the Ti(}\and we began io walk.
)



Grandma walked in the middle of Clint and me as we snuggled up against her

trying to keep warm. Ciint kept complaining he was tired and asking how much further. |

said nothing. All 1 could about was how this was mostly my fault and how lazy and

/05/5/; #
impatient | had been not to take five minutes to go back and get the cell pone. 1 had to

Tie and say that mom had made food not knowing at all. As we kept walking, the rain

began to hit harder. It felt like someone was standing behind me, pinching me all over. 1 A
=~ pelevant deHasls
“hvrougheut
fiow dreniched and freezing from all the rain that was falling and from al the throd
puddies beside the road that all those big 18 wheelers had splashed on me so many
fimes.
About 20 feet ahead of me, 1 could hardly see the red blur that was a miirii van
pufling over into the emergency lane through all the heavy rain. When the red van rcoﬂed

to a stop in front of us, they rolled the window halfway down trying to keep the still

steady down pour of rain out. A man who Iooke@ﬁd thirties with brown combed over

hair leaned across his wife and asked what our situation was. After Grandma explained

the flat ire and how we forgot our cell p’none%he extremely generous man insisted that
/ .




he give us a ride, at least to a gas station to where someone could pick us up. When1

looked at my grandma, who was drenched, 1 could tell she was debating. The man

seemed friendly and nice but it is very hard to trust som/eWWWr met. But with
the storm picking up and the mile we still had to walk, she accepted the offer. WW/

The man quickly unlocked his door, pulled his hood over his head, and ran out

‘m’fomeram.Hesﬁdmevandooropen.lwasﬂyeﬁvstonetoemer.Cauﬁousfy,l l/'t od
— ar

WM Sendences

stepped in to the van as a boy who looked a Tittle older than me crammed into the

'ba&swt“ﬁﬂ)ﬂweeoﬂ}ergﬁs. Cﬁntfoﬂowedmeandwesattogdbahﬁveseatbeh‘

the driver. Next, Grandma came and sat beside us, making a girl, who looked about

seven, shuffle in to the back seat. The man tumed around from the front seat to make

sure everyone was situated and then tumed on the engine and we were back on the

road. The seven-seater van was now filed with ten people, and it smefled like sun-

tanning lotion. When 1 1ooked around the van, while Grandma chatted with the man and
woman in the front, 1 noticed that they were all wearing bathing suits. By the way the

rain was stil fafling, 1 thought these people were crazy to go swimming anywhere near

et




‘here. Apparently Grandma also noficed and asked where they could go swimming in

this kind of weather. This brought a frown to afl the faces of the kids in the back seats.

The man explained that they were on a Jitile family trip to Kentucky Splash, the water

parkin W - , but the terrible storm had caused the park to close for the day and

they had to leave. Tomemfhfswasabadﬂmg but to Grandma, Clint, and me this was

—

very fortunate. %J%

After driving for about 10 minutes, we pulled off on an exit ramp in W

We puiled in to a Shell gas station where Grandma went in to use the phone while Clint
and 1 got a candy bar and a pop. When the man and his family were ready to take off
they said goodbye and were getfing ready to leave when Grandma interrupted his
sentence by saying *This is for you and your family for doing this great deed. 1 know that
you did this from the bottom of your heart and for no reward. 1 owe you this.” She held
out a 100-doflar bill to the man.

(No Ma’am, 1 can not take this money because | am sure that you would do the

V)
sam‘ﬂﬁngfwmyfanﬂy#wewerewa?king down the highway in a storm.

|o



He objected and refused to take the money. We all said good-bye and thanked them.

After about 15 minutes of sitting on a bench next to the Shell station door eafing

my candy bar and drinking soda, Mom came rofling down the hill and into the parkW

lot. Once we were in the car, Grandma did the one thing 1 didn’t want her to do,

a »
apologize. 'm sorry, Lori, the food you fixed is probably cold by now.

» ) M
a?hatetodisappoirﬁyou, Mom, shesaid,«butl don’t have any food ready for you.
Grandma paused.
C(1 don’tknowvmﬂﬂwoughtyou dﬁg\buﬁt‘sno problem at all. 1 saw the look in her
)

eye. She knew that | had fied about the food just to go but she didn’t even ook at meor -

tell Mom. 1 Toved her for that. WWWM
— )
“Well, ’'m sure you're all starveg{ ‘Mom sa‘ld)\“so Tl buy us all some p"izza w‘heW
) ) .
_—

I\
we get home. That day 1 decided to try to be a lot more pafient and not to tefl a fib.

Going through this definitely changed how 1 looked at my grandma. She was much

Wslmngerandshedidagreaﬂavorfornoﬂeﬁmg mom 1 fied.
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The Powers of Soda

Sodas Are Harmful

The average American
consumes 56 gallons of
soda pop every year.
One can of soda has
about 10 teaspoons of
sugar, 150 calories, 30
to 50 mg of caffeine and
has many other artificial
flavorings. If you drink one pop a
day you are adding 54,750 calories
per year to your body. In the

pasyf% 0 years the soft drink
consumption among children has
almost doubled in the United
States. Many schools are
beginning to replace soda and
snack machines with juice and
healthier snacks. This is one of the
ways people are trying to begin a
healthier future for the children.

Obesity

Soda is one of the main reasons,
nutritionally speaking, why many
people suffer health problems. The
high sugar quantity and the large
amount of carbohydrates can
easily make people gam wexght
Aside from the r ive eff;

the soda itself, drmking alot of
soda is likely to leave you with
tittle appetite for vegetables,
protem and other food that your
body needs. Michael F. Jacobson,
executive director of CSPI (Center
for Science in Public Interest) says
that teens are drowning them
selves in soda. He has proven that
soda is providing them with 15%

e
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to 20% of all their calbries and”

squeezing out more nutritious
foods and beverages.

Dental Care

Steady consumption of pop will
eventually lead to teeth decay. The
bacteria in your mouth oombme
with the sugar in the pop and ac1d
This acid combined with the acid
from your pop forms and acid
attack on your teeth. Each acid
attack lasts at least 20 minutes and
starts over with every sip of soda
you drink. This acid will weaken
the tooth .
enamel where
all cavities -
begin. Children
now are
drinking twice
as much soda
as milk than :
they did 20 years ago. This is

Hecepiable
w% choite
UsSIn
Content-
l_/ﬂca,éw&/j.

terrible because milk can actually

help make your teeth stronger and
not form acid and cavities.

The Prices

Americans will pay any price to
get their precious seda. In fact all
together thiey are spending $54
billion dollars a year on it. That {s
twice as much as they spend on .
books. The soda companies are
also spending money of their owa,
Coca- cola has spent over $
million dollars inthe
on advertisement. They dre
paying the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America $60 million to make its

Baﬂﬂlfﬂ
zgreeme
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company’s products the only brand
sold in more than 2,000 clubs.

Reduce Your

Consumption

Before your get out your next pop
you need to stop and think of all
the terrible things that soda can do
to you and your body. Try drinking
more water or mitk. Water is so
good for you because it has zero
carbohydrates, zero sugar, zero
caffeine, and zero calories. T hope 1
have been able to convince you to
limit yourself on how much soda
you consume. Just remember how
unhealthy and teeth rotting it can
be. So make the right decision and
reduce your consumption!

Sources:

http://www.mercola.com/2003/jul/
9/soda_dangers.htm

http://www.newstarget.com/00441
6.htmi




